Introduction
The Ministry of Militia Rehabilitation and Training is charged with executing the heaviest responsibility of restoring law and order which is essential for the smooth operation of the Transitional Federal Government

The main functions and responsibilities of the Ministry are:

1. Developing and implementation of the government policy towards rehabilitation and training of the former combatants

2. Conducting studies, surveys, setting development plans and collecting statistical data on the real numbers of the combatants throughout the country

3. Building the awareness of the communities towards the Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) program of the government and mobilising international and local support for vocational training programs for the combatants and armed groups so as to integrate them into the society.

4. Establishment of rehabilitation and vocational training centres using the slogan “ put down the gun and take the pen ‘

Rehabilitation of the Militiamen

The rehabilitation of the ex-combatants will be carried in the following way:

1. Moral guidance and disciplinary corrections

2. Selection and screening 

3. vocational training

Disciplining

After the former combatants are encamped, they will be given short-disciplinary training courses. The type of these courses will be determined by the experts of the training department of the Ministry. 

Screening

The ex-combatants will go through rigorous screening processes because we know some of these combatants have suffered injuries or other health problems over the years of the civil war. The aim of the screening process is to decide where each of them is fit to be placed.
Training

After ensuring the discipline of the combatants, further screening will be carried out to identify and give advance training to those with the potential to join security forces while others will be given vocational training on carpet ray, mechanics, electricity, farming, fishing and boat building. 
Plans of the Ministry
The Federal Republic of Somalia consists of eighteen (18) regions of which 7.5 regions have already accomplished some measures to put the former combatants under control. Thus, the Ministry of Rehabilitation and Training of Militias will focus on and give priority to the remaining 10.5 regions.  It intends to peon offices in the following regions:

1) Bendair 2) Lower Shabelle 3) Middle Shabelle 4) Bay 5) Lower Jubba 6) Galagdud 7) Bakol 8) Hiran 9) Gedo 11) Middle Jubba, and  11) Mudug
The first task of these offices will be to prepare training and rehabilitation centres, and conduct statistical survey on the number of militias operating in the area. The Ministry will cooperate non-governmental organisations who have already been engaged in vocational training activities for the young ex-combatants
Rehabilitation of the Militias

The first intriguing question is who is a combatant?    The answer is any one who earns his livelihood by the use of a gun, therefore any one who wants to be part of the rehabilitation offered by the Ministry will be obliged to hand in his gun. There are four types of militia groups:
1. The militias of the faction leaders

2. The militias of the Islamic courts

3. The militias of the business people

4. Freelance militias.

Weapons

The weapons collected form the militias will be national assets and the transfer of these arms will be regulated by laws and other proposals put in place once the government policy towards disarmament is operationalised. 
To enable the Ministry carry these magnificent tasks entrusted to it , it will have the following structure which will be reviewed according to the need that arises.
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The Ministry will cooperate with the government agencies with which it has work relations, all other community stakeholders such as business people, religious people, women , intellectuals, the regional and district administrations and the members of the international community such as the UN agencies and international non-governmental organisations (INGO’s)
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